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Long COVID and Disability Claims 

By the GWAAR Legal Services Team  
 

The Social Security Administration (SSA) recently published a guide for medical         
professionals to help support disability claims based on Long COVID or post-COVID 
health conditions. 
 

Long COVID is not a single illness, but a collection of symptoms that set in four weeks 
or later after being infected with COVID. There is no test for diagnosing Long COVID, 
so doctors need to evaluate all of a patientôs symptoms to determine whether they are 
likely to be the result of Long COVID. Although about 15 percent of people infected by 
COVID have reported experiencing Long COVID symptoms for some period of time, 
many were never aware that they had been infected with COVID in the first place. A 
previous diagnosis of COVID is not  necessary to meet Social Security disability   
standards. 
 

The SSA guidance includes a long list of symptoms that may be indicative of Long 
COVID, but SSA notes that the presence of symptoms alone is not enough to establish 
disability. Doctors and other health care professionals need to make a point of clearly 
identifying how those symptoms affect a patientôs ability to work and perform other daily 
activities to support a finding of disability.  

https://www.ssa.gov/disability/professionals/documents/EN-64-128.pdf
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Elder Abuse: Combating Injustice  

 
Elder abuse is the intentional mistreatment or harming of an older person. An 
older person is defined by the Social Security Act as someone over age 60. 
This abuse takes many forms ï including physical, emotional, and sexual 
harm, neglect, and financial exploitation. More than 1 in 10 older adults        
experience some form of abuse each year. That number is likely much higher 
because elder abuse is often underreportedï especially in underserved     
communities.  
 
Abuse victims typically show emotional and behavioral red flags, such as      

depression, unusual fear or anxiety, or intentional isolation. Many victims are abused by someone 
they know or trust. Itôs important to look for unusual changes in behavior around: 

¶ Family members. 

¶ Staff at inpatient facilities. 

¶ Hired or volunteer caregivers. 

¶ People in positions of trust like doctors or financial advisors. 
 

You can also help make a difference by checking in with older loved ones. Looking for warning 
signs of mistreatment is the first step to preventing abuse. Signs of physical abuse include bruises, 
burns, or other unexplained injuries. 
 
There may also be signs of neglect like: 

¶ Poor nutrition or hygiene.  

¶ Lack of necessary medical aids like glasses or medications that a caretaker should be providing. 
 

There may also be indications of financial abuse. These may include: 

¶ Unpaid rent. 

¶ Sudden changes to a will. 

¶ Unusual changes in money management. 

¶ Large, unexplained financial transactions. 

¶ Mortgages despite sufficient financial resources. 

¶ Allowing someone new to access bank accounts. 
 
If you suspect that someone is a victim of elder abuse, donôt ignore it! If you or someone you care 
about is in a life-threatening situation, call 911. If you suspect that something isnôt right ï but nobody 
seems to be in immediate danger ï contact: 

¶ Marquette County Adult Protective Services at 608-297-3101 

¶ The National Center on Elder Abuse at 1-855-500-3537 (ELDR). 
 

You can also find additional local resources by searching the Eldercare Locator for your community 
at eldercare.acl.gov/Public/index.aspx. 
 
Take some time to call or visit with an older adult. Ask if they are okay and listen to what they tell 
you. Pay attention to signs of abuse or unusual behavior. Most of all, donôt be afraid to report       
instances of suspected abuse. Please share this information with those who need it. 
 

https://eldercare.acl.gov/Public/index.aspx
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ADRC Transportation Program  

Destination  Copay 

Round Trip  
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²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ 
5Ŝƭƭǎ 

Ϸмр 

aŀǊƪŜǎŀƴ Ϸмр 

[ƻŎŀƭ Ϸр 

Are you interested in sponsoring a ride? 
 

Some residents in Marquette County struggle to afford their transportation copays. If you are interested in sponsoring 
rides, contact (608) 297-3104 to make a donation.  

¿ĭƨĭƣǓúƸŗŹů úƣĭ ƣĭƘǈŗƣĭģ ǔŗƸŔ ú ŪŗůŗŪǈŪ 
Źŀ ǃ Čǈƨŗůĭƨƨ ģúǖƨ ŗů úģǓúůĖĭƓ  

.ÅÅÄ Á 2)$% ÆÏÒ Á -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ !ÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔȩ  
 

4ÈÅ 4ÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÉÌÌ ÃÏÏÒÄÉÎÁÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅ 
ÔÒÁÎÓÐÏÒÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ φπϹȟ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÉÓÁÂÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÏÒ 
ÖÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ ÔÏ ÁÎÄ ÆÒÏÍ ÍÅÄÉÃÁÌ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔÓȢ  

 

2ÉÄÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÉÌÉÔÙ ÄÏÅÓ ПÉÌÌ-ÕÐȢ 0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÁÌÌ ×ÉÔÈ ÁÓ ÍÕÃÈ    
ÁÄÖÁÎÃÅÄ ÎÏÔÉÃÅȢ !ÌÌ ÒÉÄÅÓ ÁÒÅ ÓÕÂÊÅÃÔ ÔÏ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÉÌÉÔÙȢ  
 

#ÁÌÌ ɉφπψɊ ςωχ-σρπτ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ ÙÏÕÒ ÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎÓȢ  
 

0ÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÎÔÓ ×ÉÔÈ -ÅÄÉÃÁÌ !ÓÓÉÓÔÁÎÃÅ ɉ-ÅÄÉÃÁÉÄɊ ÁÒÅ 
ÎÏÔ ÅÌÉÇÉÂÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÒÖÉÃÅȢ 9ÏÕ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ ÔÈÅ ÓÔÁÔÅ 
.%-4 ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ  

bŜŜŘ ŀ wL59 ǘƻ tƻǊǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΚ 

¢ƘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿƛƭƭ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ   
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ ²ŜǎǜƛŜƭŘΣ aƻƴǘŜƭƭƻΣ          
tŀŎƪǿŀǳƪŜŜΣ hȄŦƻǊŘ ŀƴŘ 9ƴŘŜŀǾƻǊ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ пǘƘ    
CǊƛŘŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  ¢ǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǝƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ 
tƻǊǘŀƎŜ ŦƻǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎΦ /ƻǇŀȅ ǘƻ tƻǊǘŀƎŜ ƛǎ ϷмрΦ  ¢ƛƳŜǎ ǾŀǊȅ 
ŘŜǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǊƛŘŜǊǎƘƛǇΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǇƻǘΦ  

mailto:mcdhs@co.marquette.wi.us
https://secure-web.cisco.com/19QB8PnU9Ll33nyrcwqMvKwsP8N8gMEtPOp5v1IYOpTbbm535b3fxc7B5to02AGvJfGsEpvGA9W6GFOiq-zkNDFX1nXqEagbR_GuVh3H3OLAOmRDlu-Gl5UtASHmDme_0YjmJzA5EbomVP2UycgTAqj2rC-Y5Of-37xUpmWSlWO3IBcvLJJwXUp-oe0_B5C1hoaSovkfN0mq6r4KZ3eVwqNze6fecmNMzDaSoH
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bǳǘǊƛǝƻƴŀƭ {ǳǇǇƭŜƳŜƴǘǎ 
 

You can purchase cases of Ensure® Plus from the Marquette County Senior Nutrition       

Program. The cost is $30.00 per 24-pack case . Flavors offered are: Vanilla, Chocolate, or 

Strawberry .  

 

Boost Plus and Glucerna are also available upon request. Flavors available are: Chocolate 

or Vanilla.  Allow at least 1 week for delivery and ask for pricing.   

 

Pick up at the Health & Human Services Building at 428 Underwood Ave, Montello, WI or 

delivered to you if you receive Home -Delivered Meals. We accept checks or cash.  

 

To order or for more info:  

call Amelia Cisewski, Registered Dietitian at (608) 297 -3146.  

åŢƦƮ ĖƃĹ åƪŢĳŵƮ ŕƪƌƀ ƷŞŁ ¡ŢƷĳŞŁƃ͍ 
 

To keep stale odors from building up in the fridge or 
freezer, put 1-2 plain charcoal briquettes in a small 
cup in the back of each appliance. The charcoal     
absorbs odor and takes up very little space and 
doesnõt need to be changed often.  
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