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Tax Assistance Programs 

By the GWAAR Legal Services Team  
 

The filing deadline to submit 2022 tax returns or an extension is Tuesday, April 18, 2023. 
There are programs available throughout the state to help low- to moderate-income     
individuals and families with tax preparation. Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) 
and Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE) are two such programs.  

 

The VITA program is a cooperative effort by the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) and individual states, including   
Wisconsin, and the TCE program is supported by the AARP 
Foundation. Both programs offer volunteers trained by the 
IRS and the Wisconsin Department of  Revenue (DOR) who 
help prepare basic income tax returns for free. Most VITA 
and TCE sites offer free electronic filing.  
 

VITA and TCE sites can help low- to moderate-income     
individuals, older adults, individuals with disabilities, and individuals who qualify for the 
homestead credit or the earned income credit. VITA sites may also be able to help non-
English speaking individuals and military personnel. (Note: The American Rescue Plan 
of 2021 allowed for individuals over 65 to claim the earned income credit on their 2021 
taxes only. For 2022, the old rules apply, so to claim the EIC without a qualifying child, 
you must be at least age 25 but under age 65).  
 

You will need to bring to the appointment photo identification, social security cards for 
you, your spouse and your dependents, all wage and tax statements, including Forms   
W-2, W-2G, 1099-R, SSA-1099, interest and dividend statements, and any other tax 
documents you receive. 
 

If you plan to claim homestead credit, you will also need to bring a copy of your property 
tax bill or a rent certificate signed by your landlord, a record of any Wisconsin Works    
(W-2) payments, a record of SSI payments from the Social Security Administration and 
the Wisconsin Department of Health Services, any proof of earned income if both you 
and your spouse are under age 62 and not disabled, and proof of disability (if under age 
62).  
 

VITA/TCE sites can help prepare 
· 1040 
· 1040X 
· WI Form 1 
· WI homestead credit 
 

VITA/TCE sites cannot help prepare 
· Schedule C (Profit or Loss from a Business) 
· Schedule D (Complicated and Advanced Schedules) 
· Schedule E (Rental Income) 
· Form SS-5 (Request for a Social Security Number) 
· Form 2106 (Unreimbursed Employee Business Expenses) 
· Form 3903 (Moving Expenses) 
· Form 8606 (Nondeductible IRA) 
· Form 8615 (Tax for Children Under 14 with Investment Income) 
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To find a VITA or TCE site near you, use one of the following methods. 
VITA sites  
 
· Call (800) 906-9887 
· Visit irs.gov, keyword VITA 
· Call "211" for a site near you 
· Call (608) 266-2486 
 
TCE sites 
· Call (888) 227-7669 
· Visit https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/

aarp_taxaide/locations.html    
· Call "211" for a site near you. 
· Call (608) 266-2486 
 
 
For more information, visit: https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/VITA/home.aspx  

https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide/locations.html
https://www.aarp.org/money/taxes/aarp_taxaide/locations.html
https://www.revenue.wi.gov/Pages/VITA/home.aspx
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Federal Government Ends Extra FoodShare Benefits for Wisconsin 

Households in February 2023 
Press Release from Wisconsin Department of Health Services  

 

The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2023, passed by Congress in late December, ends a federal   
program that has been providing additional benefits to households enrolled in Wisconsin’s FoodShare 
program. FoodShare households have been receiving the maximum amount for their household size or 
$95, whichever is more. In recent months, an average of approximately $80 million has been distributed 
monthly to help almost 400,000 households across our state struggling to afford food. This also         
indirectly supports Wisconsinites involved in food production and retail like farmers, truckers, and     
grocers. February 2023 will be the last month families will receive the extra benefits. Regular         
FoodShare benefits will continue. 
 
“The Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program that funds FoodShare is a crucial federal support to 
individuals and families, particularly in times like these when higher food prices are straining everyone’s 
budgets, but especially those of our most vulnerable,” said Department of Health Services Deputy   
Secretary Deb Standridge. “These additional funds provided to eligible Wisconsinites because of 
COVID-19 have made a real difference. With Congress deciding to end these federal funds, community 
support for local resources like food pantries and food banks will be more important than ever.” 
During the last two years, there have been historic federal cost of living increases to the maximum      
allotment amounts for households based on their size. Maximum allotment amounts have gone up    
approximately 34% from pre-pandemic levels. 
 
“We expect the end of these extra benefits will impact not only individuals and families, but also retailers 
and farmers who accept benefits,” said Stephanie Jung Dorfman, executive director of Feeding        
Wisconsin, a statewide association of six Feeding America food banks that serve the state’s 72       
counties. “During tough times, such as the pandemic and high inflation, FoodShare has been key to  
mitigating food insecurity. Regional food banks and local food distribution organizations will work to fill 
the gap, despite greater demand. Our network food banks and pantries are now gearing up to source 
and distribute enough food to ensure Wisconsinites have resources to turn to as they try to make ends 
meet.” 
FoodShare members will receive a letter later this month alerting them to this change. Households with 
emails on file will also be notified by email. Members can check the amount of their regular monthly 
FoodShare benefit by logging into Wisconsin’s ACCESS website or by using the MyACCESS 
smartphone app. 
 
Regular benefits are always deposited on the same day in the first half of each month. 
Regular FoodShare benefit amounts are based on information like household size, income, and ex-
penses. If a household has experienced changes like an increase in size or a decrease in income, bills 
they have not reported, or expenses that have increased, they should report these updates to the  
agency that manages their benefits. They may be eligible for increased FoodShare benefits. 
 
Anyone who needs additional nutritional support can: 
• Call 211 or 877-947-2211 to find a local food pantry. 
• Check if they are eligible for the Emergency Food Assistance Program (TEFAP) - a federal program 

that provides food assistance to those with low incomes. 
• Check if they are eligible for the WIC (Women, Infants, and Children) Program - a state program that 

helps Wisconsin families, including dads and other caregivers, with food benefits, nutrition            
education, and breastfeeding support. 

• Call the ADRC at 855-440-ADRC  
 

More information for FoodShare members can be found on the DHS website.  

https://access.wisconsin.gov/access/
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/myaccess-support.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/forwardhealth/myaccess-support.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/nutrition/tefap/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/wic/index.htm
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/foodshare/news.htm
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Aging and Disability Services Transportation 

Program 

Destination Copay 
Round Trip 

Madison $20 

Appleton $20 

Oshkosh $20 

Fond du Lac $20 

Tomah $20 

Baraboo $15 

Berlin $15 

Portage $15 

Wautoma $15 

Ripon $15 

Adams $15 

Green Lake $15 

Wisconsin Dells $15 

Markesan $15 

Local $5 

Are you interested in 
sponsoring a ride? 

 

Some residents in Marquette 
County struggle to afford their 
transportation copays.  
 

If you are interested in       
sponsoring rides, contact     
Adam at (608) 297-3104 to 
make a donation.  

If you need a RIDE to Medical Appointments  

The Transportation Program will coordinate 
and provide transportation for people 60+, people 
with disabilities or veterans to and from medical 
appointments. Copay amounts depend on the       
destination.  
 

If you need a RIDE to Portage for shopping 

The Transportation Program will coordinate 
and provide transportation to residents of Westfield, 
Montello, Packwaukee, Oxford and Endeavor on the 
4

th
 Friday of the month. Transportation will be         

provided to Portage for shopping.  Copay to Portage is 
$15.  Times vary depending on ridership.  Please call 
to reserve your spot.  
 

Reservation are required with a        
minimum of 2 business days in           
advance.  
 

Ride availability does fill-up.  Please call with as much            
advanced notice.   All rides are subject to availability.  
 

Call the Transportation Coordinator at (608) 297-
3104 to make your reservations.  
 

mailto:mcdhs@co.marquette.wi.us
https://secure-web.cisco.com/19QB8PnU9Ll33nyrcwqMvKwsP8N8gMEtPOp5v1IYOpTbbm535b3fxc7B5to02AGvJfGsEpvGA9W6GFOiq-zkNDFX1nXqEagbR_GuVh3H3OLAOmRDlu-Gl5UtASHmDme_0YjmJzA5EbomVP2UycgTAqj2rC-Y5Of-37xUpmWSlWO3IBcvLJJwXUp-oe0_B5C1hoaSovkfN0mq6r4KZ3eVwqNze6fecmNMzDaSoH
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Slam the Scam: How to Spot Government Imposters 

 

Do you know how to spot a government imposter scam?  Knowing how to      
identify potential scammers will help safeguard your personal information.  
 
There are common elements to many of these scams.  Scammers often  
exploit fears and threaten you with arrest or legal action.  Scammers also 
pose as Social Security or other government employees and claim there’s a 
problem with your Social Security number (SSN) or your benefits.  They 
may even claim your SSN is linked to a crime. 
 

When you identify a potential scammer: 
• Hang up right away or ignore the message. 
• Never give personal information or money. 
• Report the scam immediately to our Office of the Inspector General at oig.ssa.gov/

scam-awareness/report-the-scam. 
 
If you owe money to Social Security, we’ll mail you a letter with payment options and appeal 
rights.  We only accept payments electronically through Pay.gov, Online Bill Pay, or physically 
by check or money order through our offices.  
 
We will never do the following: 

• Threaten you with arrest or legal action because you don’t agree to pay us money               
immediately. 

• Promise a benefit increase in exchange for money. 
• Ask you to send us gift cards, prepaid debit cards, wire transfers, internet currency,           

cryptocurrency, or cash through the U.S. mail. 
 

Scammers continue to evolve and find new ways to steal your money and personal information.  
Please stay vigilant and help raise awareness about Social Security-related scams and other       
government imposter scams.  For more information on scams, please visit www.ssa.gov/scam. 
 
Tell your friends and family about government imposter scams.  Let them know they don’t have 
to be embarrassed to report if they shared personal financial information or suffered a financial 
loss.  The   important thing is to report the scam right away. 
 
Together, we can “Slam the Scam!”  

https://oig.ssa.gov/scam-awareness/report-the-scam/
https://oig.ssa.gov/scam-awareness/report-the-scam/
https://www.ssa.gov/scam/
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Nutritional Supplements 
You can purchase cases of Ensure® Plus from the Marquette County Senior      

Nutrition Program. The cost is $30.00 per 24-pack case. Flavors offered are:      

Vanilla, Chocolate, or Strawberry.  
 

Glucerna is also available upon request. Flavors available are: Chocolate or   

Vanilla. Allow at least 1 week for delivery and ask for pricing.  
 

Pick up at the Health & Human Services Building at 428 Underwood Ave,       

Montello, WI or delivered to you if you receive Home-Delivered Meals. We       

accept checks or cash.  
 

To order or for more info: 

call Amelia Cisewski, Registered Dietitian at (608) 297-3146.  

Tips and Tricks from the Kitchen: 
 
 

To remove coffee or tea stains, wet the cup and sprinkle 
in some baking soda. Scrub the baking soda around with 
a cloth and then rinse the cup. 
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The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Released    

Federal Poverty Guidelines 
By the GWAAR Legal Services Team  

 

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has released the federal 
poverty guidelines for 2023. Sometimes referred to as the federal poverty level or 
“FPL,” the poverty guidelines, updated periodically in the Federal Register by HHS, 
are used for determining financial eligibility for certain state and federal programs. 
The guidelines for 2023 are below. 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For more information on the federal poverty guidelines, visit: https://aspe.hhs.gov/
topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines   
 
To view the Operations Memo outlining the 2023 Federal Poverty Level Changes for  
ForwardHealth Programs, visit: https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/dms/memos/ops/dms-ops-
2023-02.pdf   

2023 POVERTY GUIDELINES FOR THE 48 CONTIGUOUS STATES 
AND THE  DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

Persons in family/household Poverty guideline 

1 $14,580 

2 $19,720 

3 $24,860 

4 $30,000 

5 $35,140 

6 $40,280 

7 $45,420 

8 $50,560 

For families/households with more than 8 persons, add $5,140 for each additional 

person. 

https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines
https://aspe.hhs.gov/topics/poverty-economic-mobility/poverty-guidelines
https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/dms/memos/ops/dms-ops-2023-02.pdf
https://dhs.wisconsin.gov/dms/memos/ops/dms-ops-2023-02.pdf
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Northwest Connections (NWC) provides Emergency Mental 
Health Services.  If you or someone you know is in crisis 
please call 888-552-6642 to reach the crisis line.  A live 
person is available 24 hours a day. 
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Elder Benefit Specialist Program 

SENIORCARE 
 

SeniorCare helps Wisconsin Residents age 65 or older cover the cost of their         
prescription drugs.  It is a program that works alone or with Medicare Part D to      
minimize your out-of-pocket drug costs.  You can join anytime for $30 a year, and if 
you have SeniorCare you won’t pay a penalty for not enrolling in Part D.  Is Senior-
Care a good option for you? To find out call your Elder Benefit Specialist! 

Elder Benefit Specialists counsel persons about public and private benefits.  They provide  
information, advocate and represent people 60+ on public and private benefit issues.        
Assistance with applying for a wide range of benefits.  Elder Benefit Specialists can help 
with Medicare, Medical Assistance, Senior Care, Social Security Retirement and Disability, 
Housing and Utility Issues, Appealing Denials of Benefits and a wide range of other    
topics.  
 
Please contact the Elder Benefit Specialist, Meg Wandrey, at 608-297-3103. 

Dining site visits with the Benefit Specialist 
 
 
Packwaukee– 1st Tuesday of the month 
Endeavor– 1st Wednesday of the month 
 
Neshkoro– 2nd Tuesday of the month 
Westfield– 2nd Wednesday of the month 
 
Oxford– 3rd Tuesday of the month 
Montello– 3rd Wednesday of the month 
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Marquette County Senior Citizens, Inc. 
Senior Dome 

140 Lake Ct. 

Montello, WI 53949 
 

Senior Citizens, Inc is an organization of senior citizens 50 years of age and above in Marquette County. 

We provide a comfortable place for all Senior Citizens to meet, become informed, enjoy programs and 

partake in activities that keep them active, promoting living. 
 

Any donations we receive will be greatly appreciated and will help us keep up with our operating cost. 

 

Following are the membership events at the Dome. 
 

Sunday: Card playing 12:30 

   Potluck meal every third Sunday of the month 

Monday: Chair exercise 10:00 to 11:00 

     Card Playing 12:30 

Tuesday: Euchre 1:00 

Wednesday: Chair aerobics and weights 10:00 to 11:00 

           Card Playing 12:30 

Thursday: Fifre 1:00 

Friday: Chair Yoga 10:00 to 11:00 

             Card Playing 12:30 
 

Birthday Club:  We go out to eat third Wednesday of the month to celebrate the members Birthdays 

that occur that month.  It is Dutch Treat and we car pool.  Call Phyllis at (920) 979-7027 if interested. 

 

For more info. About membership or events please call (608) 297-7815. 

Our home delivered 

meal program received 

quilts donated from the 

Seventh Day Adventist 

Church in Oxford 
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Calendar of Events -  2023 

March 2023 

 March 1st- Memory Café- Westfield Village Hall 10am 

 March 8th- Endeavor Sharing Supper- Endeavor Elementary School

- 5pm 

 March 15th- Caregiver Support Group- Montello- 10am 

 March 21st-April 11th– Stand up and Move More– Oxford Village Hall- Tuesdays from 

1:30pm-3:30pm 

 March 29th– Stepping up Your Nutrition– Health & Human Services Building Room 106– 

1:30-3:30pm. Please call Amelia at 608-297-3146 for more information or to register.  

 

National Nutrition Month Jeopardy with Amelia Cisewski, RDN, CD 
March 7th: Oxford 

March 8: Endeavor 

March 13: Westfield 

March 14: Packwaukee 

March 20: Montello 

March 23: Neshkoro 

 

April 2023 

 April 5th- Memory Café- Westfield Village Hall 10am 

 April 10th-May 19th-Walk with Ease– Marquette County Senior Citizens Dome 

(Montello) – Monday-Wednesday-Friday’s 1-2:30pm  

 April 19th- Caregiver Support Group- Montello- 10am 

 

 May 5th– June 8th (Thursdays) from 6-7:30pm Powerful Tools for  Caregivers will be   

offered virtually. Please call Melissa at 608-297-3148 for more information or to register.  

 May 10th-August 23rd (Wednesdays) from 2-4pm a Grief and Loss Group will be offered   

virtually. Please call Melissa at 608-297-3148 for more information or to register.  

 

For more information on these events please visit the ADRC website at 

www.adrcmarquette.org or call 855-440-2372 

 
To sign up to receive the newsletter electronically go to:  

https://www.mycommunityonline.com/find/marquette-county-department-of-human-

services 

http://www.adrcmarquette.org
https://www.mycommunityonline.com/find/marquette-county-department-of-human-services
https://www.mycommunityonline.com/find/marquette-county-department-of-human-services


 
 
 
 

Jan Krueger, ADRC Director 
We serve any person aged 60 years of age or older.  A person who is disabled and age 17 years 9 months or 
older. Individuals who are caring for a disabled or older adult.  Those who are concerned, about the welfare of a 
disabled or older adult, are also encouraged to contact us.  The resources, programs, and options available may 
have more specific qualifications in addition to the age requirements.  Please contact us to discuss your specific 
areas of needs or interests. 
 

Kay Martin and Sharon Alden, Resource Specialists 
The Resource Specialist provides information and assistance to the general public, but particularly to adults who 
are elderly or have a disability, as well as to a wide range of community resources. The Resource Specialist helps 
inform and educate people about their options and assists in connecting and enrolling them into public and    
private programs and services. 
 

They continually raise community awareness and promote the ADRC through marketing and outreach activities. 
A  Resource Specialist also provides options to help prioritize services based on a customer’s values.  They give        
specifics on eligibility criteria and how to apply for services and resources. 
 

Jessica Bittelman, Disability Benefit Specialist 
The Disability Benefit Specialist (DBS) assists persons with disabilities between the ages of 18 and 59, as well as 
those  transitioning into adulthood at 17 years 9 months. The DBS can provide information, assistance,          
advocacy, and in some  cases representation. A DBS can assist with initial applications, denials of eligibility,    
termination of benefits, and overpayments of both public and private benefits. Some of the programs and issues 
a DBS can  assist with or  provide information on include: BadgerCare Plus, Disability through the Social Security 
Administration, Extra help with Prescription Drug Costs, Food Share, Landlord/Tenant/Evictions, Medical         
Assistance, Medicare, Railroad Disability Benefits, Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Social Security Disability 
Insurance (SSDI), Utility Assistance, and  Wisconsin Works (W-2). 
 

Melissa Klebs, Dementia Care Specialist 
Dementia Care Specialist (DCS) works to increase the dementia capability of the Aging & Disability Resource 
Center (ADRC), promote dementia-friendly communities, support caregivers and increase opportunities for    
people with dementia to remain in their own homes as long as is appropriate.  Coordination of the National  
Family Caregiver   Support Program (NFCSP), Alzheimer’s Family Caregiver Support Program (AFCSP) and    
Caregiver Support Group. In addition to dementia programming the DCS oversees coordination of the Stress-
Busting Program and Powerful Tools for Caregivers Program.  
 

Colleen Sengbusch, Social Worker 
Social work with the elderly and adults with disabilities, involving adult protective services (APS), guardianship 
(GN), protective placements (PP) and case management that includes both access/intake and ongoing           
responsibilities.  
 

Meg Wandrey, Elder Benefit Specialist 
The Elder Benefit Specialist (EBS) assists persons 60 and older. The EBS can counsel persons about public and    
private benefits and help them apply for benefits. The EBS can sometimes assist people who have been denied a  
benefit that they think they are entitled to receive. An EBS can connect people to needed  resources and can  
often advocate on a person’s behalf. Benefit specialists can help with a variety of programs and issues, including: 
Medicare, Medical Assistance, SeniorCare, Extra help with Prescription Drug Costs, Food Share, SSI, Social     
Security, Landlord/Tenant/Evictions, Medical Debt Remediation, etc. 
 

Adam Sengbusch, Transportation Coordinator 
The Transportation Specialist/Dispatcher is responsible for the scheduling and transporting of clients for the 
ADRC of Marquette County in the most efficient manner to and from destinations. This person also ensures that 
the fleet of vehicles is maintained in good and safe operating condition. Transportation of clients to various    
locations including Senior Dining Sites, shopping, recreational activities, medical and other appointments. 
 

Amelia Cisewski, Nutrition Coordinator 
The Nutrition Coordinator is responsible for coordinating the elderly nutrition and home-delivered meal           
programs. Performs assessments to determine eligibility for homebound meal program. Provides nutritional 
counseling and education to both meal site and home delivered meal participants. Collaborates with kitchen staff 
on the development of menus and approves menus following program requirements. Evaluates the elderly      
nutrition program to insure there are no barriers to participation. The Nutrition Coordinator oversees the         
following programs Walk with Ease and Living Well with Chronic Conditions.  
 

If you would like more information about services provided by the ADRC call 855-440-ADRC (2372) or email 
adrc@co.marquette.wi.us.    


